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Preface 


Focus on Canada is a series of publications portraying the people of Canada. The 
portrait is drawn through the analysis of the data collected by the 1991 Census of Population 
and Housing. Each publication examines a specific issue and provides a demographic, 
social, cultural and economic perspective. 


The authors of this series have taken special care to make their analysis informative and 
easy to read. They make use of descriptive graphs and data tables to more clearly illustrate 
the information. Often the results are compared to previous censuses, showing how Canada 
and Canadians have changed over time. 


The publications were prepared by analysts at Statistics Canada, and reviewed by peers 
from within the Agency as well as experts from external organizations. I would like to extend 
my thanks to all the contributors for their role in producing this useful and interesting 
publication. 


I would like to express my appreciation to the millions of Canadians who completed 
their questionnaires on June 4, 1991. Statistics Canada is very pleased to be able to now 
provide this summary of the results. I hope you enjoy reading this study -- and the others in 
this series. 


Ivan P. Fellegi 
Chief Statistician of Canada 


Statistics Canada — Catalogue No. 96-305 E 
Population Dynamics in Canada 


i : ~ 
Rehr ia 
Bre Py tuvict u tenet 
5: FGA Yo 
t yi -*- 
yt ‘ 
» ‘ : 
Ya 4 i} 
= un ies 
a we Ce ee re an 
Spb iie *. sah | ec dell inlen iy eee ee F 
Of sn iaaPp ae Fathi Seabee h Tait te We ve) 
. ot 5 ov, ie 4 4 
Paix ON boo Ree toe Ht cer Aue ib 
i i ry a) u ‘ 
PULA ICL ee Be ed BeBe evn 5 


an 


tty aes whinge: ot a alis shad ata a 


ory ae . ; vr ey) ' 5 7 ; M 
oy Taveat ‘ pt hee eed oe oe Tee Mat 
i” ale hae 5 babe 


HY Ucar het Ga het op lah) Boe 


vipuntey in cf fae, hed) 
rie emer Ean foreleg ie vont laa | 
, ‘ ht 
ate 


a i , Pat “a8 ih Ny ao ie 


i Metal tant AM ‘ hgeiter was ico 


r ya ayer aa 
rel . 


Contents 


RRighlig hice! Soha), State Oren ls 5 chan bin orien ec ke Menllwe » 6a woe 1 
DProcuctioni s.r Conmit Aan vite nea Conanae sees bas ca cee tau ce cee 3 
Chapter 1. Population Growth and Distribution ..................... 5 
Growth Patterns Across Canada’s Provinces and Territories ................. 6 
Expanaine CAIes Fo rae et eee Soe PRO Te ee Ree eee SEE ola 7 
CADIED 2.5 AC CATT Con cs crisis cir inc Hae dens 98 466 ne eesn ee 13 
Chanpestin Canada’s Age: Structures ).6 san B «ain cket e daoead-vd meietees 3 ) 
AmAgine Populations puns is Bitdin hoe) achowehts ones orig ote yeti cdeees 18 ) 
Changes in Canada’s Dependent Population: Children and Seniors .......... (20 ) 
Réesional Ditteremces In. Median Age: vroga). dic cmewsiv both ahaestie > eee idmereee 21 
Chapters. Ses Composition vgn. Sas bop cee ctees ees eee ee eh es ee ee 23 
Wie eraery COURT Ry I ROIN Ls eres savin 3 8 = aan SE aha e sats nna os Rah © Civica SRR Phe) 
inigalance Among, Seniors INcredsing ....i.-. 2205 ps Giactnes «eek eee Stl ( 24 ) 
Chapter 4: « Marital. Characteristics «(05 sys.c/s/0: «00% 0% sa ieee da. sleitfeeieig s os 29 
Changing Marriage Pattetas- Peet .chere? nets) .caetrinit Us in anh Ret 29 
Receael tens IY DIVORCE sete « ac ob Seidl ars eae mae hope ha demas eine aun’ 32 


Statistics Canada — Catalogue No. 96-305 E 
Population Dynamics in Canada 


Contents (continued) 


eR EEE ee eee nnn ee eee 


More Women are Widowed «oi. 5.00 ee een le aemaentete ole atten 33 
Common-law Unions Increasingly Popular ¢...%..22 ae. ee eee 34 
Conclusion: ...5 che So oie Sore 5 b's. oe rte o clelete eine ge aie terete tenelsiare) eee mieten ion 39 
Appendix Tables ...........scceeceecsscceccsccccescccesons sa'sroe's siete 41 


List of Tables 


1.1. Population Growth, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1951-1991 ......... 8 
1.2 Population of Census Metropolitan Areas, 1986 and 1991 ................. 10 
2.1 Median Age, Canada, 1961-19910 2 tr ae eee ee ie 
4.1. Divorced Persons per 1,000 Married Persons (with Spouse Present) 

15 Years and Over, by Séx;Canada, 1971-1991 2 22. sera ee 32 
List of Charts 
1.1. Population Growth, Canada; 1956-199 tee de ner eee 5 
1.2 Percentage Growth, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1951-1991 ......... 7 
1.3. Population Growth for Census Metropolitan Areas, 1986-1991 ............. 11 
2.1 Population by Age and Sex, Canada, 1961, 1971, 1981 and 1991 ........... 14 
2.2 Population by Selected Age Groups, Canada, 1961-1991 ................... 7 
2.3 Population by Age and Sex, Canada, 1986 and 1991 ...................0 0s 18 
2.4 — Age Dependency Ratios, Canada, 1961219912 3 (HR. Fe eee 20 
2.5. Median Age, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1961 and 1991 ............ 22 
3:4 Sex Ratio, Canada, 1941-1991 | ies: cee eee ene 24 
3.2. Sex Ratio by Age, Canada, 1991 77 Scere ae eee 25 
3.3. Sex Ratio by Selected Age Groups, Canada, 1961-1991 ................... 26 
3.4 Population 65 Years and Over, by Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 ................ CD 
3.5 Sex Ratios for Seniors, Canadas 1961-190¢nee.. .. eta a ee eee OP 
4.1 Mean Age at First Marriage, by Sex, Canada, 1941-1991 ................... 30 


Statistics Canada — Catalogue No. 96-305 E 
Population Dynamics in Canada 


Contents (concluded) 


4.2 Percentage Never-married (Single) by Selected Age Groups and Sex, 

PATA te AG tatoes ATIC A OL os, oc ce Atte ewan tine! Wud Ge Mae 
4.3. Divorced Persons per 1,000 Married Persons (with Spouse Present) 

by Selected Ave Groups and Sex; Canada, 1971-1991 2.0... ts ci cn ucerl 
4.4 Ratio of the Number of Widows to Widowers, 65 Years and Over, 

CabnGar tsar dt, 3 (. Wiais ced ae neon bRiee alee es Oe Ol ane tERe Mee eee 
4.5 Distribution of Persons in Common-law Unions by Age Group, 

CONS sae LISS aNd tose ere rte ree ee ee eee 
4.6 Common-law Unions as a Percentage of all Couples, Canada, Provinces 

ATIC MO ETAER ICS; LO Fab eae tree a ccehie teenie See OTe 7 
4.7 Percentage Distribution of Persons 15 Years and Over, Living Common-law, 

Dyceel Nictital Statin CAMA LOO L “Sacre. cre ere c cee eae ras ent eee eet 
4.8 Percentage Distribution of Persons Living in Common-law Unions by 

Age Group, and Legal Marital Status, Canada, 1991 ..................0005- 
List of Appendix Tables 
A.1 Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 ............ 
A.2. Population by Selected Age Groups and Age Dependency Ratios, Canada, 

POGTST OS ITN SE A Pe? oe Ree AU, fe Se et Ue 2 ee 
A.3. Median Age, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1961-1991 ................ 
A.4 Mean Age at First Marriage by Sex, Canada, 1941-1991 ................... 
A.5 Percentage Never-married (Single) Population by Age Group and Sex, 

Canadas O71 E109 Te ere | ees a. tere lccs Mousses odie s aches eis eS 
A.6 Divorced Persons per 1,000 Married Persons (with spouse present) by 

Acexsrounmnd act, CanadaslO7 P1990 oo. ite heptane» Mlvt ciel dias < pueenens 
A.7 Persons in Common-law Unions by Age Group and Sex, Canada, 

FORA LOCC GO sa. ain oh sahara iano ssty died Poagti ters at eta «greece ee atid 
A.8 Couples in Private Households by Marital Status, Canada, Provinces 

Ba POYIATOTIES 10 OL tn etiaar pirate bes: bm kd he ee ce chet nent 2 ees tte 
A.9 Persons Living in Common-law Unions by Age Group and Legal Marital 


Site aada 90 l ess ee oe eee case les eee eee ee eee mate ate 


33 


34 


ei) 


36 


oi 


38 


43 


53 
54 
ok) 


56 


57 


58 


60 


61 


Statistics Canada — Catalogue No. 96-305 E 
Population Dynamics in Canada 


Coetlatat ah ial 
en a a ae 


hoate 55 te ireceloneaiaan i 


iF vias =f) ea Ds p= eyes ses 


te ap 2 Oe ries 


tt ail desman ars jn hey 


e's rata oor ; 


aril! Pea ? ert : aM) me ati 


t inewinis 


kp ae : : i Seren i i ee vy 

. a, Nght wR tthhoeiecelliabomeeaaek ; ba 
ai katie salicau Diane teenth edt 

ee ee 2 ah a mse ets ww Ak 

i ae ‘ys we; Hie ee eee : ean ae | eae tae A aa 

ai as etude ssi ib 


hi 5 8 7 Bes wae Sey age Bi, ere en ae oa Sh 
Saitoge te see ag 

chine in eae Be 

| ore . ee 


Highlights 


F 


/ 
a "2 


Since 1951-56, the rate of population growth in Canada has declined, reaching an 
all-time low of 4.0% during 1981-86. The trend was reversed during 1986-91 when 
Canada’s population increased by 7.9%. 


Over the 1986-91 period, British Columbia retained its status as Canada’s fastest 
growing province, exhibiting a population increase of 13.8%, whereas Saskatchewan 
experienced a loss of 2.0%. 


Between 1986 and 1991, Oshawa was the fastest growing Census Metropolitan Area 
(18%), followed by Vancouver (16.1%), and Kitchener (14.5%) while Thunder Bay 
(1.8%) and Chicoutimi-Jonquiére (1.6%) were the slowest growing. 


In 1971, the 5.4 million persons aged 25 to 44 made up a quarter of Canada’s population. 
With the influx of the baby boom generation (1946-66), this age group increased to 
include 9.2 million persons in 1991, forming a third of the total population. 


Canada’s population of high school age (14 to 17 years) has steadily declined since 1976, 
from 8.3% to 5.5% in 1991. 


Canadian society is aging rapidly. The number of persons 65 years and over grew by 
128% between 1961 and 1991 -- from 1.4 million to 3.2 million. The number of persons 
75 years and over grew by 154% to 1.3 million during the same period. 


There are far more women then men among seniors. In 1961, there were 94 elderly men 
(65 years and over) for every 100 elderly women. By 1986, this ratio had dropped to 72 
per 100 and has remained virtually unchanged since then. 


Among seniors (65 years and over), the ratio of widows to widowers has been increasing 
steadily; the ratio was three to one in 1961 compared to five to one in 1991. 


More Canadians are delaying marriage. In 1991, 30% of women aged 25 to 29 had never 
been married, compared with only 15% in 1971. During the same period, the 
percentage of never-married women in the 30 to 34 age group increased from 9% to 
16%. 


The number of Canadians living common-law grew from about 713,000 in 1981, to 
974,000 in 1986. In 1991, it reached 1,452,000. 
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Introduction 


Demographic change can have immediate social and economic consequences for 
society as a whole, or for specific sectors and institutions within society. It has a direct 
bearing on, for example, the size and vitality of the labour force, and the demand for 
housing, education and health services. The present study highlights some of the most 
fundamental demographic changes that have influenced the well-being of Canadians over 
recent years. 


There are many changes of a demographic nature that have had a major imprint on the 
character of Canadian society. For example, Canada’s baby boom generation (born between 
1946 and 1966) is gradually making its way into its middle years, to be replaced by smaller 
age groups born during Canada’s baby bust (young adults and children born during the 
1970’s and 1980's). Accordingly, a smaller proportion of Canadians are presently 
experiencing childhood than ever before in the history of this country. The purpose of the 
present study is to document population dynamics in the Canadian context, using 
information from Canada’s National Censuses up to 1991. 


Chapter 1 covers the distribution and growth of Canada’s population across space and 
time. This is a key topic in a country long noted for its regionalism. Chapter 2 examines the 
age structure of Canada’s population. Since social relationships within societies are 
influenced by the relative size of specific age groups, of interest are Canadians of school, 
working, and retirement age. Chapter 3 explores the sex structure of Canada’s population. 
While at first glance, it is obvious that roughly equal numbers of males and females coexist in 
Canada, among the elderly this balance does not hold. Chapter 4 highlights the marital 
characteristics of Canada’s population. Although differences occur across regions of the 
country, Canadians are now more likely than in the past to live in a common-law union, 
marry at a later age, and experience separation or divorce. The study concludes with a brief 
overview of Canada’s demographic patterns. 
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Chapter 
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Population Growth and Distribution 


In 1991, Canada’s population was 27.3 million. This is more than five times what it was 
at the turn of the century and almost twice as large as when Newfoundland joined 
Confederation in 1949. As a result of the baby boom and relatively high levels of 
immigration, Canada’s population grew rapidly from the end of World War II until the 1970s. 


Over more recent decades, the pace of growth has noticeably slowed, a direct result of a 
declining birth rate. 


Chart 1.1 
Population Growth, Canada, 1956-1991 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 1. 
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As Chart 1.1 shows, Canada’s population increased very quickly during 1951-1956, 
climbing 14.8%. Growth slowed gradually to an all-time low from 1981 to 1986 of only 4%, a 
very low rate by both historical and international standards. 


In the most recent intercensal period (1986 to 1991), there was a departure from this 
long-term trend. Canada’s rate of population growth actually rebounded somewhat, with an 
increase of 7.9%. Several factors explain this change, including a significant growth in 
immigration to Canada, a slight decline in emigration from Canada, a modest upturn in the 
number of births, and the inclusion for the first time of non-permanent residents in the 1991 
Census (e.g., foreign students, workers and refugees). 


Immigration was the most important factor. The number of immigrants to Canada 
increased steadily in the late 1980s. With respect to non-permanent residents, the 1991 
Census shows that about 1% of Canada’s population fall within this category. If 
non-permanent residents are excluded from the 1991 census count, the estimated increase 
during 1986-1991 is slightly below 7%. 


Growth Patterns Across Canada’s Provinces and Territories 


Canada’s population growth has varied considerably over time, and across provinces 
and territories. Certain regions have consistently grown faster than the national average, 
while others have invariably fallen behind. For example, as Chart 1.2 shows, from 1951 to 
1991, the two territories, British Columbia, Alberta, and to a lesser extent, Ontario, have all 
grown faster than the national average. On the other hand, Quebec, Manitoba, 
Saskatchewan and the Atlantic provinces have all grown slower, partly because of 
out-migration of persons to other provinces. 


Over the most recent intercensal period, 1986 to 1991, British Columbia has retained its 
status as Canada’s fastest growing province. British Columbia's increase was 13.8% -- a net 
growth of almost 400,000 persons (Table 1.1). Only the Yukon had a more rapid rate of 
population growth, although this has a very small impact on national figures because of its 
relatively small population. Ontario, Canada’s most populous province, had the second 
highest provincial increase at 10.8% -- almost one million people. At the other end of the 
spectrum, Saskatchewan had a net loss of 2.0%, the only province to lose population over 
this period. 


Growing at a pace comparable to the nation as a whole, Alberta ranked third among 
provinces in population growth from 1986 to 1991 witha 7.6% increase. This was not nearly 
as high as its rate during the 1970s -- its population increased 21.7% from 1976 to 1981. 
Quebec, on the other hand, with an increase in 1986-1991 that ranks fourth among 
provinces, not only grew more rapidly than in the previous intercensal period, but also had 
its highest rate since the early 1960s. Quebec gained 350,000 persons (5.6%), reversing a 
long-term decline in its growth rate, which reached an all time low during 1981-1986. 
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Chart 1.2 
Percentage Growth, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1951-1991 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 1. 


With the exception of the Northwest Territories, the rest of the country grew more 
slowly than the national average during 1986-1991. For example, Manitoba’s population 
increased by fewer than 30,000 (2.7%) over this 5 year period. With respect to the Atlantic 
provinces, the size of Newfoundland’s population remained virtually unchanged, Nova 
Scotia experienced an increase of only 3.1%, while Prince Edward Island and New 
Brunswick retained low growth of 2.5% and 2.0% respectively. In Canada’s slowest growing 
provinces, higher than average rates of out-migration and lower than average ability to 
attract immigrants explain the low rates. 


Expanding Cities 


Canada’s population is becoming increasingly metropolitan. Metropolitan Canada has 
grown at a faster rate than has the country as a whole, although many cities are exceptions to 
this rule. For many decades, internal migration and international immigration have brought 
people to Canada’s larger cities. 
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Table 1.1 
Population Growth, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1951-1991 


Population 


Province/ 1951 1956 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
Territory 


Canada 14,009,429 16,080,791 18,238,247 20,014,880 21,568,310 22,992,600 24,343,180 25,309,330 27,296,855 


Nfld. 361,416 415,074 457,853 493,396 522,105 Ses) 567,680 568,350 568,475 
P.E-I. 98,429 99,285 104,629 108,535 111,640 118,230 122,510 126,645 129,765 
N.S. 642,584 694,717 737,007 756,039 788,960 828,570 847,445 873,180 899,945 
N.B. 515,697 554,616 597,936 616,788 634,560 677,250 696,405 709,445 723,900 


Quebec 4,055,681 4,628,378 5,259,211 5,780,845 6,027,765 6,234,445 6,438,400 6,532,460 6,895,960 
Ontario 4,597,542 5,404,933 6,236,092 6,960,870 7,703,105 8,264,465 8,625,110 9,101,695 10,084,885 
Manitoba 776,541 850,040 921,686 963,066 988,250 1,021,505 1,026,245 1,063,015 1,091,940 


Sask. 831,728 880,665 925,181 955,344 926,245 921,325 968,310 1,009,615 988,930 
Alberta 939,501 1,123,116 1,331,944 1,463,203 1,627,875 1,838,040 2,237,725 2,365,825 2,545,550 
B.C. 1,165,210 1,398,464 1,629,082 1,873,674 2,184,620 2,466,605 2,744,470 2,883,370 3,282,065 
Yukon 9,096 12,190 14,628 14,382 18,390 21,835 23,150 23,505 27,795 


N.W.T. 16,004 19,313 22,998 28,738 34,805 42,610 45,740 52,240 57,650 


Percentage change 


1951-1956 1956-1961 1961-1966 1966-1971 1971-1976 1976-1981 1981-1986 1986-1991 


Canada 14.8 13.4 9.7 7.8 6.6 5.9 4.0 Tice) 
Nfld. 14.8 10.3 7.8 5.8 6.8 1.8 0.1 0.0 
PIPL 0.9 5.4 Si so) 5.9) 3.6 3.4 Aes 
N.S. 8.1 6.1 2.6 4.4 5.0 23) 3.0 eyil 
N.B. IS) 7.8 Be2 2.9 6.7 2.8 129) 2.0 
Quebec 14.1 13.6 Oe) 4.3 3.4 353 IES 5.6 
Ontario 17.6 15.4 11.6 10.7 U3 4.4 abo) 10.8 
Manitoba OSs 8.4 4.5 2.6 3.4 0.5 3.6 Poot 
Sask. 3 Sel B73 -3.0 -0.5 Sut 4.3 -2.0 
Alberta 19.5 18.6 9.9 Hite) 12.9 eh Si/ 7.6 
BG: 20.0 16.5 15.0 16.6 1229 11:3 Dal 13.8 
Yukon 34.0 20.0 -1.7 Zin 18.7 6.0 1.5 18.3 
N.W.T. 20.7 19.1 25.0 21.1 22.4 3 14.2 10.4 


Source: Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 1. 
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A majority of Canadians now live in metropolitan areas with a population of at least 
100,000 (Table 1.2). The 1991 Census found 6 out of every 10 Canadians in one of Canada’s 
25 census metropolitan areas (CMAs). As an example of the pace at which metropolitan 
Canada’s population has expanded, 76.4% of the country’s total population growth during 
1986-1991 occurred within CMAs, which together grew by 10.0%, or 1.5 million persons. 


As an urban way of life has become a reality for most Canadians, some provinces have 
witnessed faster metropolitan growth than others. For example, as Chart 1.3 illustrates, the 
fastest growing CMAs during 1986-1991 tended to be in either Ontario or British Columbia -- 
7 of the 8 metropolitan areas that grew at a faster pace than the CMA average are in these 
provinces. Most immigrants and interprovincial migrants settle in CMAs. 


During 1986-1991, Oshawa was the fastest growing CMA in Canada, followed by 
Vancouver, Kitchener, Toronto and Victoria. Calgary was the only CMA outside of Ontario 
and British Columbia to grow faster than the CMA average. Chicoutimi/Jonquiére, Thunder 
Bay, Saint John, Windsor, and Regina had the lowest growth rates. All CMAs grew, but the 
range in growth rates was wide. 


Over the years, this variation has had important ramifications for the relative size of 
metropolitan areas. For example, until 1976, Montreal was Canada’s largest CMA; it was in 
that year surpassed by Toronto (which has grown at a much quicker pace ever since). 
Similarly, Winnipeg, historically the gateway to Canada’s west, ranked fourth among CMAs 
in 1961, but dropped to seventh place by 1991. On the other hand, other western cities such 
as Edmonton and Calgary climbed rapidly in ranking (particularly during the economic 
prosperity associated with the oil boom of the 1970s). Ottawa-Hull also grew quickly to 
become Canada’s fourth largest CMA, while Vancouver maintained third place with very 
high levels of growth. Interestingly, Halifax, the largest CMA in Atlantic Canada, has ranked 
thirteenth overall since 1951. 


Future trends in Canada’s population growth and distribution will likely raise many 
economic, social and policy issues. For example, the fastest growing CMAs are also the most 
prosperous. What are the long-term implications of this fact? Should present immigration 
levels be maintained? What is relatively certain is that if Canada had no immigration, 
growth would be very low. This is due to Canada’s fertility rate, which has been below 
replacement for over two decades. 
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Population of Census Metropolitan Areas!, 1986 and 1991 


Census Metropolitan 


Areas 


Population 
in 1986 


All CMA’s 


Toronto 
Montreal 
Vancouver 
Ottawa-Hull 
Edmonton 
Calgary 
Winnipeg 
Quebec 
Hamilton 
London 

St. Catharines—Niagara 
Kitchener 
Halifax 
Victoria 
Windsor 
Oshawa 
Saskatoon 
Regina 

St. John’s 
Chicoutimi—Jonquiére 
Sudbury 
Sherbrooke 
Trois—Riviéres 
Saint John 
Thunder Bay 


15,148,055 


3,431,720 
DODDS) 
1,380,730 
819,260 
773,880 
67/1325 
625,305 
603,270 
557,030 
342,305 
343,255 
SHUN IO)S 
295,990 
255,145 
253,990 
203,540 
200,665 
186,520 
161,900 
158,465 
148,880 
129,960 
128,885 
121,265 
122,220 


! According to 1991 boundaries. 


Source: Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 3. 


Statistics Canada — Catalogue No. 96-305 E 
Population Dynamics in Canada 


=H 


Population 
in 1991 


16,665,350 


3,893,045 
3,127,240 
1,602,500 
920,855 
839,920 
754,030 
652,355 
645,550 
599,760 
B8ilaZ> 
364,550 
356,420 
320,500 
287,900 
262,075 
240,105 
210,025 
191,695 
171,855 
160,930 
157,610 
IBOM9OS 
136,300 
124,980 
124,430 


Percentage 
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Chart 1.3 
Population Growth for Census Metropolitan Areas!, 1986-1991 
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! According to 1991 boundaries. 


Source: Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 3. 
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Age Structure 


In recent decades, Canada’s age structure has changed in many important ways. The 
ability of Canadians to adapt to these changes is key to continued social and economic 
well-being. Many of our services and institutions are closely tied to specific age groups, 
including day-care, educational services, the housing industry, health care, pension plans, 
and institutional support for seniors. 


Changes in Canada’s Age Structure 


Population pyramids are useful for summarizing how Canada’s population is 
distributed by age and sex. The pyramids for 1961, 1971, 1981 and 1991 in Chart 2.1 
demonstrate that Canada’s population has moved from a broad-based pyramid (with a large 
proportion of the population at younger ages) to one witha contracted base and an expanded 
centre (with a larger proportion in the middle years). 


Three fundamental components of demographic change can influence the age 
structure of a population: births, deaths and migration. In Canada, the birth rate continues 
to be of particular consequence. The number of births in Canada has fluctuated 
substantially in recent decades, with immediate ramifications for the country’s age 
structure. The birth rate was relatively low in the 1930s, climbing significantly during the 
baby boom (1946-1966), only to fall to an unprecedented low in the late 1960s and 1970s 
(Canada’s “baby bust”). 


The low birth rate that characterized the 1930s is perhaps most clearly reflected in the 
1961 age distribution, with the population pyramid somewhat pinched about ages 20 to 24. 
If we follow this same age group (birth cohort) through to the 1991 Census, the 1991 
distribution is correspondingly pinched at about ages 50 to 54. The high birth rate of the 
baby boom is evident in the broad base of the 1961 pyramid, while the expanded middle of 
the 1991 pyramid shows this same group thirty years later. The baby bust is best reflected in 
the relatively constricted base of the 1991 pyramid. Overall, these fluctuations have 
produced a population pyramid in 1991 that is atypical by historical standards. 
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Chart 2.1 
Population by Age and Sex, Canada, 1961, 1971, 1981 and 1991 
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1981 Age 
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Source: Appendix Table A.1 
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The baby boom has prompted substantial change in many institutions because of its 
size compared to the birth cohorts that predated and followed it. Consequently, the baby 
boomers have always attracted considerable attention from demographers and 
non-demographers alike. This was true during the 1960s and 1970s when they induced a 
rapid expansion of Canada’s educational system. As these large birth cohorts moved through 
Canada’s primary and secondary schools, administrators struggled to develop new facilities 
and hire more teachers. 


This shift in the age structure of the Canadian population is also evident in Chart 2.2, 
which shows the percentage distribution of selected age groups. For example, the 
percentage of Canadians of preschool age (0 to 4 years) had dropped from 12.4% in 1961 to 
about 7.5% by the mid 1970s. Similarly, the percentage of Canadians of elementary school 
age (5 to 13 years) declined from about 19.7% in 1961 to 12.5% in 1991. As the large birth 
cohorts born during the baby boom moved out of childhood and into adolescence, the 
percentage of Canadians of high school age (14 to 17 years) first climbed (from about 6.8% in 
1961 to about 8.3% by 1976), then declined steadily to about 5.5% by 1991. Since the birth 
cohorts that followed the baby boomers are relatively smaller, many of the societal changes 
that accommodated the baby boom have either slowed, curtailed, or actually reversed. 


As the baby boomers made their way into young adulthood, expansion in Canada’s 
school system was replaced by a rapid increase in the number of Canadians seeking 
employment. The percentage of Canadians in their younger working years (ages 18 to 44) 
rose steadily from the early 1970s onward, from about 37.6% in 1971 to 43.8% by 1991. 
Canada’s baby boomers have only recently moved into their middle years -- typically the 
most productive in terms of labour force involvement. The smaller number of children born 
during the baby bust are just beginning to take on the responsibilities of young adults. While 
the baby boomers are experiencing some of their most demanding years in terms of the 
labour market, family life and child care, those born during this country’s baby bust have 
only most recently moved into their early twenties. 


The percentage of Canadians potentially in their later years of employment (45 to 64 
years) has also increased, from about 17.4% in 1961 to 19.7% by 1991. This older age group 
will continue to grow as the oldest of the baby boomers begin to swell its ranks. 


Similarly, the percentage of Canadians at retirement age (65 years and over) will climb 
as Canada’s age pyramid becomes increasingly top heavy. Already, Canada’s seniors 
comprise a greater percentage of the population than ever before in our history. This 
percentage has climbed from 7.6% in 1961 to 11.6% in 1991. Life experience rather than 
youthfulness will characterize Canada’s age structure as it gradually moves into the 21st 
century. 
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Chart 2.2 
Population by Selected Age Groups, Canada, 1991-1991 
Percentage 


100 
65+ years 


45 to 64 years 


1S 


50 | 18 to 44 years 


25 


0 to 4 years 


1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 


Source: Appendix Table A.1 


In the most recent intercensal period 1986 to 1991, the baby boom bulge continued to 
be felt. Chart 2.3 superimposes the 1986 and 1991 population pyramids. As the bulge moves 
up Canada’s age structure, the number of Canadians in later adolescence and early 
adulthood has noticeably declined. For example, the 1986 pyramid was particularly wide for 
the 20 to 24 age group; by 1991 this segment of the pyramid had narrowed considerably. In 
contrast, for immediately older age groups, the pyramid segments have widened. 


The most pronounced change from 1986 to 1991 occurred for the 40 to 44 age group, 
which grew by 29.2%, from 1.6 to 2.1 million. Some age groups shrank, particularly the 20 to 
24 year group, down by 12.9% from 2.2 to 2.0 million. Overall, the relative proportion of 
Canadians under 30 years of age continued to decline, while the number in their middle 
years grew. The number of Canadians of retirement age also increased by 17.5% from 2.7 to 
3.2 million. 
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Chart 2.3 
Population by Age and Sex, Canada, 1986 and 1991 


Age 


90+ 
85 
Males 80 
i> 
70 
65 
60 
5S) 
50 
45 
40 
35 
30 
MS) 
20 


Source: Appendix Table A.1 


An Aging Population 


One of the most notable demographic trends in Canada is the aging of the population. 
In 1961, Canada’s population included a large proportion of children and a relatively small 
number of seniors; by 1991 the pyramid had an expanded centre and a growing proportion 
in their retirement years. This shift will likely continue for many decades, particularly as the 
large baby boom cohorts make their way into their senior years. 


This is reflected in how the median age of Canadians has increased -- the point in the age 
distribution whereby half of the population is older and the other half is younger (Table 2.1). 
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In 1961, the median age was about 26.3 years; in 1991, it was 33.5 years, an increase of 7.2 
years over three decades. 


Table 2.1 
Median Age, Canada, 1961-1991 


Year Median age 
1961 26.3 
1966 25.4 
1971 26.3 
1976 27.8 
1981 29.6 
1986 31.6 
1991 33,5 


Source: Appendix Table A.3 


Although all components of demographic change -- births, deaths and migration -- can 
influence the aging process, the fact that Canadians are having fewer children today relative 
to the past continues to be of particular consequence. The total fertility rate in Canada has 
for many years been below the replacement level (2.1 births for each woman during her 
reproductive years) and continues to be the single most important factor in explaining why 
Canada’s population is aging. Fertility always has an impact on the same segment of the age 
pyramid (i.e. the bottom), while the effect of mortality and migration is felt across all ages. 
While a reduction in the birth rate inevitably leads to fewer infants and a reduced proportion 
at younger ages, change in other demographic factors is more subtle, and depends upon 
which age groups are affected (e.g., whether a prospective immigrant is young or old, 
whether the relative risk of death is reduced at younger or older ages, and so on). 


This is exemplified by the effect of mortality upon Canada’s age distribution. Although 
there have been some significant reductions in mortality and improvements in the life 
expectancy of Canadians, until recently, this trend influenced the aging process marginally. 
Before 1971, these gains did not contribute noticeably to the aging process because they 
occurred primarily as a consequence of reductions in infant mortality. Only more recently 
has this situation changed, witha greater proportion of older Canadians living well into their 
senior years. 


As with mortality, the effect of international migration is spread across a wide variety of 
ages. Both the young and old immigrate to and emigrate from Canada. As well, because the 
birth rate for immigrants is not significantly higher than among Canadians in general, 
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increased immigration has not significantly increased the relative proportion of children in 
Canada’s population. 


Changes in Canada’s Dependent Population: Children and Seniors 


As a result of population aging, there have been important changes in the relative 
number of Canada’s two major dependent populations, children and seniors. To examine 
these changes, demographers often refer to the age dependency ratio (defined as the ratio of 
the number of persons in economically dependent parts of the population to the number in 
economically productive parts). This generally means comparing the number of children 
(0 to 17 years) and seniors (65+) to the number of persons of working age (18 to 64 years). 
This index is usually expressed as the number of children and elderly per 100 population of 
working age. 


Overall, the age dependency ratio in Canada declined substantially from 1961 to 1991 
(Chart 2.4). In 1961, the ratio was 87 dependants per 100 persons of working age; by 1991, it 
had declined to about 58 per 100. It is often argued that a relatively low dependency ratio 
lessens the costs borne by the working population, and thus helps a society achieve 
affluence. 


Chart 2.4 
Age Dependency Ratios, Canada, 1961-1991 
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These ratios, however, only partially reflect actual economic dependency in Canada. 
For example, many Canadians of working age have no involvement whatsoever in the labour 
force, while some classified as dependent are involved to a greater or lesser degree. Some 
Canadians begin their working lives at a very young age, while others retire well before or 
after age 65. Furthermore, both men and women of working age often depend on public 
resources (e.g., free medical care), while dependants often provide all sorts of support 
through family and other networks. Indeed, we are all reliant upon others in a variety of 
ways. Still, dependency ratios help highlight demographic change, and are often discussed 
in relation to economic and social policy. 


The overall age dependency ratio can be split into two components: the child 
dependency and the old-age dependency ratios. The decrease in overall dependency is 
explained entirely by declining child dependency, down from about 73 children per 100 
persons of working age in 1961 to only 39 per 100 in 1991. In fact, old-age dependency 
actually increased, from 14 elderly Canadians per 100 persons of working age in 1961 to 
about 18 per 100 by 1991. 


What are the costs of dependency? The education of children is a major government 
expense, while a higher proportion moving into their retirement years is associated with 
more costly government pension plans and higher health care expenses. As sizeable age 
cohorts make their way toward retirement, the benefits of a low child dependency ratio will 
soon be offset by the costs associated with sustained increases in old-age dependency. 


Regional Differences in Median Age 


Although Canada’s age structure is now more uniform among regions than in the past, it 
is worth identifying some of the differences that persist. Chart 2.5 shows median ages for 
1961 and 1991. The median age rose in all regions, but the range of the increase was wide -- 
from almost 12 years in Newfoundland to only 3.5 years in the Northwest Territories. In 
explanation of these changes, the effect of fertility is important, overshadowing other factors 
(such as interprovincial migration). In regions of the country with a modest decline in the 
birth rate, median age rose modestly (as in Canada’s north). In provinces where fertility 
dropped substantially, the increase in median age was more pronounced (as in 
Newfoundland). New Brunswick and Quebec also experienced a rather substantial drop in 
their birth rate, accompanied by a rise in their median age of more than ten years. 


In 1991, British Columbia had the highest median age (34.7), followed closely by 
Quebec (34.2) and Ontario (33.6). Thus, Canada’s three most populous provinces are also the 
“oldest”. At the other extreme, the Northwest Territories had by far the youngest median age 
(24.8), more than 8 years below the national average (33.5). Most of the remaining provinces 
fell slightly below the national average with much less variation than in 1961. 
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Chart 2.5 
Median Age, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1961 and 1991 
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Sex Composition 


Common sense tells us that the number of males and females in Canada is roughly 
equal. The 1991 Census shows that females actually comprise a slight majority, at 50.7% of 
the population. However, the relative number of males and females has not remained 
constant over time, particularly among elderly Canadians. 


Women Outnumber Men 


The sex ratio is a measure commonly used in discussing Canada’s population. This is 
the ratio of males to females in a population, usually expressed as the number of males per 
100 females. Until relatively recently, males outnumbered females (albeit modestly). 
Canada’s sex ratio has steadily fallen from 105 males per 100 females in 1941 to about 97 per 
100 in 1991 (Chart 3.1). The ratio fell below parity for the first time in the early 1970s. The 
factors most responsible for this drop include immigration, fertility, and most importantly, 
mortality. 


Historically, males have tended to be more mobile than females. In the decades leading 
up to the 1960s, the number of males in Canada of foreign birth was consistently higher than 
the number of females (by 1971, this was no longer true). The effect of fertility is felt through 
the sex ratio at birth, historically at between 105 and 106 male births to every 100 female 
births in Canada. A high birth rate contributes to an excess of males while a drop in fertility 
tilts the balance in favour of females. The impact of mortality is substantial, as the life 
expectancy for females in Canada is significantly higher than for males (since the early 
1960s, life expectancy for females has been 6 to 7 years greater than for males). As more and 
more Canadians move into their senior years, the sex imbalance at the top of the country’s 
age pyramid increasingly influences the overall sex ratio. If patterns of immigration, 
mortality and fertility hold, Canada’s sex ratio will continue to remain below parity for many 
years to come. 
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Chart 3.1 
Sex Ratio, Canada, 1941-1991 
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Source: Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 1. 


Imbalance Among Seniors Increasing 


While the sex ratio at birth is relatively predictable, the sex ratio of older age groups 
depends on the level of mortality. As females typically have lower mortality than males, the 
slight excess of males among the young shifts to a sizeable excess of females among seniors. 


This general pattern is seen in Chart 3.2, presenting Canada’s sex ratio by age in 1991. 
From infancy to young adulthood, the sex ratio hovers at about 105 males to every 100 
females. Up to about age 60, this ratio is around parity; it then declines precipitously as the 
relative longevity of Canadian women has its effect. By age 70, there are only 80 men to every 
100 women. Among those aged 90 and older, women actually outnumber men almost 3 to 1 
(36 men to every 100 women). 
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Chart 3.2 
Sex Ratio by Age, Canada, 1991 
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Source: Appendix Table A.1 


In Canada, women at older ages have long outnumbered their male counterparts, but 
not always to the same degree. Chart 3.3 demonstrates this fact by focusing on change in the 
sex ratios of three age groups: children (0 to 14 years), working age Canadians (15 to 64 
years) and seniors (65+ years). From 1961 to 1991, the sex ratio of Canadians aged 65 and 
older dropped significantly, from 94 males per 100 females to 72 per 100, while the two 
younger age groups had only marginal changes. For children the sex ratio remained 
virtually unchanged, at about 105, while for working age Canadians it moved from slightly 
above parity to slightly below. 


Underlying this growing imbalance of the sexes among seniors are two fundamental 
factors. First, the average age of the population 65 years and older has steadily risen (as a 
result of lower mortality among older Canadians). Second, the gap between male and 
female longevity has also widened. This latter trend was particularly pronounced in the 
1960s and early 1970s; recently it has stabilized (or even been reversed somewhat). As the 
aging of the aged has continued, the impact of this mortality gap between men and women 
has become even more pronounced. 
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Chart 3.3 
Sex Ratio by Selected Age Groups, Canada, 1961-1991 
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Source: Appendix Table A.1 


As Chart 3.4 shows, the number of elderly women increased substantially faster than 
the number of elderly men from 1961 to 1991 -- by well overa million for women (from about 
717,000 to 1,840,000) compared with about two-thirds of a million for men (from 674,000 to 
1,330,000). In other words, in 1961 elderly women outnumbered elderly men by 43,000; by 
1991, this had risen to a difference of 509,000. Accommodating this growing discrepancy 
will place increased pressures on both formal and informal social and economic support 
systems, since a significant proportion of elderly women are widowed, live alone and are 
economically less well-off. 


This drop in the sex ratio is particularly pronounced among those aged 75 and older 
(Chart 3.5). In this group, the sex ratio declined from 90 males per 100 females in 1961 to 
only 60 per 100 by 1991. Not only does this substantiate the general impression that there is 
a preponderance of women among the aged, but even further, that this is more so the case 
today than in the past. It is unclear whether this longevity gap will get larger, stabilize, or 
shrink as Canada’s population continues to age. 
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Chart 3.4 
Population 65 Years and Over, by Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 
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Chart 3.5 
Sex Ratios for Seniors, Canada, 1961-1991 
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Marital Characteristics 


The study of marital status is of interest to demographers, largely because of the close 
link that has historically existed between marriage and childbearing. Although this link is 
less true today than in the past, still most babies are born to married couples, and most 
children live with two parents. Although the propensity of Canadians to marry (and stay 
married) has declined over recent decades, there has been considerable misunderstanding 
with respect to this trend (at least partially due to the difficulties encountered in measuring 
the marital characteristics of Canada’s population). 


One of the reasons for this difficulty is that, in response to societal changes some of the 
questions about marital status on Canada’s census questionnaire have changed over time. 
For example, a question on common law unions (couples who live together as husband and 
wife but are not legally married to each other) was not introduced until recently. Still, it is 
possible to draw a number of meaningful historical comparisons using Census data. 


Changing Marriage Patterns 


While marriage continues to be a relatively popular institution, for a variety of cultural 
and economic reasons, Canadians marry less universally, and at older ages. This is reflected 
in Chart 4.1, which shows estimates of the average age at first marriage over past censuses 
(1941-1991). To facilitate comparisons over time, common-law unions are classified as 
presently married. Consequently, these estimates not only suggest change in the propensity 
of Canadians to enter into legal marriage, but more accurately, their propensity to enter ina 
marital type of arrangement in general. 
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Chart 4.1 
Mean Age at First Marriage, by Sex, Canada, 1941-1991 
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Average age at first marriage in 1991 was comparable to the average before the post-war 
baby boom (at just under 28 years of age among males and at about 25 years of age among 
females). This fact dispels the common belief among Canadians that the further back we 
move historically, the younger the average age at marriage. 


Not surprisingly, as the average age at first marriage gradually increased in the 1970s 
and 1980s, the relative proportion of single (never-married) young adults also rose (Chart 
4.2). The percentage of singles increased significantly over time for three selected age 
groups of young adults (20 to 24 years, 25 to 29 years and 30 to 34 years). Again, for purposes 
of this analysis, common-law unions are treated as marriages (in examining marital type 
arrangements beyond the legal definition). 
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Consistent with this trend toward delayed marriage, the percentage single among 
women aged 20 to 24 increased from about 44% in 1971 to 65% by 1991 (while among males, 
the figures were 68% and 82%, respectively). Among both young men and women, the 
percentage single almost doubled for the age group 25 to 29 over this same interval. With 
persons aged 30 to 34, the percentage single recently surpassed 20% among men, while 
rapidly approaching this mark among women. Considerable growth with respect to the 
percentage single among the 30 to 34 year age group seems to suggest a growing popularity 
of alternatives to marriage. Yet in interpretation, it should be noted that these figures can 
imply either an increased propensity on the part of the young to avoid marriage altogether, 
and/or an increased propensity on their part to merely delay such an outcome. Overall, this 
change holds important consequences for family life in Canada, and for the demographic 
situation in particular. 


Chart 4.2 
Percentage Never-married (Single)by Selected Age Groups and Sex, Canada, 1971, 
1981 and 1991 
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Recent Trends in Divorce 


Divorce leads to another form of “singleness” increasingly prevalent in Canada. The 
proportion of Canadians divorced and yet to remarry has steadily risen. Table 4.1 shows the 
ratio of divorced persons to those currently married (with spouse present) from 1971 to 
19917 


Among all persons 15 years and over, this ratio has increased from 19 in 1971 to 69 by 
1991, For men, this ratio increased from about 16 to 55 over this same period, while among 
women, the increase was almost four-fold, from 22 to 83 persons. 


Table 4.1 
Divorced Persons per 1,000 Married Persons (with Spouse Present) 15 Years and 


Over, by Sex, Canada, 1971-1991. 


Year All Males Females 
1971 19 16 22 
1976 29 22 BS 
1981 44 35 Sy 
1986 57 46 69 
1991 69 55 83 


Source: Appendix Table A.6 


Divorce usually is followed by remarriage in Canada, but the likelihood of remarriage 
has declined. Women have a higher divorce ratio because they are less likely than men to 
remarry once divorced, and when they do remarry, it is after a longer interval on average. 


Chart 4.3 shows the divorce ratio by age from 1971 to 1991. For all age groups, this 
ratio rose substantially. It has long been highest for the 40 to 49 age group, particularly for 
women, at about 120 divorcees per 1,000 married women in 1991 compared with 75 per 
1,000 married men. The divorce ratio is lower for younger cohorts because they may have 
been married, on average, for a shorter period of time, and thus fewer divorces have 
occurred. 
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Chart 4.3 


Divorced Persons per 1,000 Married Persons (with Spouse Present) by Selected 
Age Groups and Sex, Canada, 1971-1991 
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Source: Appendix Table A.6 


More Women are Widowed 


Since men have higher mortality rates and a shorter life expectancy than women, being 
left without a spouse is more common among women. As the life expectancy of females has 
long been 6 to 7 years greater than among males, Canadian women are significantly more 
likely to experience the death of their spouse. Couples’ age differences are also a factor; 
women , on average, are about two years younger than their partners. A growing number of 
Canada’s elderly women are living as widows for an extended period. 


As a direct result of population aging, the number of both widows and widowers has 
risen, although widowers lag far behind. This phenomenon is demonstrated in Chart 4.4, 
which presents the ratio of widows to widowers over the period 1961-1991. Among 
Canadians of retirement age, the ratio has risen steadily from under three widows to every 
one widower in 1961 to five to one by 1991. This occurred because the sex differences in life 
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expectancy increased significantly during the earlier part of this period, and more men 
remarry after the death of a spouse. Consequently, population aging leads not only toa 
growing number of Canadians in the retirement ages, but also to a preponderance of elderly 
women, many of whom are widows. 


Chart 4.4 
Ratio of the Number of Widows to Widowers, 65 Years and Over, Canada, 


1961-1991 
6.0 

5.0 

4.0 
3.0 


2.0 


1.0 


0.0 
1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 


Source: Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 2. 


Common-law Unions Increasingly Popular 


Another change with important implications for family life in Canada is the recent 
increase in the number of common-law unions. Since 1981, the Canadian census has 
collected information on the prevalence of common-law unions (men and women living 
together as husband and wife but without legal sanction). As Chart 4.5 shows, the number 
of Canadians living common-law grew from about 713,200 in 1981, to 973,900 by 1986, and 
to 1,451,900 by 1991. The increase was particularly pronounced from 1986 to 1991, 
climbing 49%. 
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Although most Canadians living common-law are in younger age groups (with 60% 
below age 35), common-law unions have become increasingly prevalent among older 
persons as well (Chart 4.5). Growth in the number of Canadians living common law has 
been slow among persons aged 15 to 24 -- an increase of 11.5% (26,900 persons) from 1981 to 
1991. Incomparison, by 1991 the number of persons aged 25 to 34 living common-law more 
than doubled, from about 274,800 in 1981 to 604,200. The total number for the three 
remaining age groups almost tripled, from about 204,900 in 1981 to 587,300 by 1991. 


Chart 4.5 


Distribution of Persons in Common-law Unions by Age Group, Canada, 1981, 1986 
and 1991 
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Source: Appendix Table A.7 
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This distribution, however, is not only influenced by changes in the propensity to live 
common-law: shifts in the overall age distribution of Canada’s population also play a part. 
The number of Canadians in their middle years has climbed substantially in recent years (as 
the baby boomers age and the smaller “baby bust” cohorts are now in young adulthood). 
This shift in age distribution has slowed growth in the number of common-law unions 
among the particularly young (regardless of changes in the propensity to live common-law), 
while the opposite can be said for those in their 30s and 40s. 


The prevalence of common-law unions varies considerably by region (Chart 4.6). 
Nationally, the percentage of common-law unions among all couples was about 11.3%; 
Prince Edward Island had the low of 6.9%, while Canada’s north was highest (23.4% in the 
Yukon and 26.5% in the Northwest Territories). Across provinces, Quebec had a 
significantly higher prevalence than elsewhere (at 19.0%), with British Columbia ranking a 
distant second (at about 10.9%). Canada’s largest province, Ontario, fell well below the 
national average, at 7.6%. 


Chart 4.6 
Common-law Unions as a Percentage of all Couples, Canada, Provinces and 
Territories, 1991 
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Source: Appendix Table A.8 
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As Canadians across all age groups choose this lifestyle alternative, of interest is the 
extent to which this reflects a growing inclination to postpone marriage, or to avoid 
marriage altogether. Chart 4.7 shows that 63.6% of all persons living common-law had 


never been married, 25.9% were legally divorced, and the remainder were either separated 
(7.1%) or widowed (3.4%). 


This distribution varied considerably by age (Chart 4.8). Not surprisingly, older age 
groups are less likely to be never-married and more likely to be divorced or separated. In the 
25 to 29 age group, about one in ten were either divorced or separated, compared with about 
half of those aged 35 to 39. Among middle-aged Canadians living common-law, only a small 
proportion had never married (for example, only 15.6% among those aged 50 to 54). Among 
the elderly, over 40% had been widowed before establishing a common-law relationship. 


Chart 4.7 
Percentage Distribution of Persons 15 Years and Over, Living Common-law, by 
Legal Marital Status, Canada, 1991 
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Source: Appendix Table A.9 


Statistics Canada — Catalogue No. 96-305 E 
Population Dynamics in Canada 


PR Th. = 


Chart 4.8 
Percentage Distribution of Persons Living in Common-law Unions by Age Group, 


and Legal Marital Status, Canada, 1991 
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Source: Appendix Table A.9 
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Conclusion 


By analyzing data from Canada’s Census, this study has highlighted several 
fundamental demographic changes influencing the well being of Canadians. These include 
recent trends in population growth and distribution, and concurrent changes in the marital 
characteristics, age and sex structure of Canada’s population. Will these trends continue, 
and if so, how can we prepare for the consequences? 


While there is some agreement about the future demographic situation in Canada, 
there is very little about the relationships between demographic change and population 
policy. Clearly, some demographic trends — such as immigration can be directly influenced 
by policy changes, although most appear much less responsive to policy interventions. 
Population analysts disagree over the most appropriate response to population change, and 
even over which trends are likely to cause problems. Some feel that Canada’s population is 
growing too slowly; others argue that growth is too rapid. For some, population aging is of 
overwhelming concern. 


What will be the implications of demographic change over both the short and long 
term? As Canada’s sizeable baby boom cohorts make their way into retirement, how will 
Canadians accommodate a dramatic climb in the number of elderly? As women continue to 
outlive men, what will be the consequences of a growing number of elderly women, many of 
whomare widowed and living alone? As Canadians choose alternatives to marriage (such as 
the common-law union), what will be the consequences for all concerned, including 
children? Hopefully, Census data of the sort highlighted in this report will stimulate further 
study and debate on these, and other important questions. 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 


ee eee 
Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
—————— a 


Total 18,238,247 20,014,880 21,568,310 22,992,600 24,343,180 25,309,330 27,296,855. 


T. 
M. 9,218,893 10,054,344 10,795,370 11,449,525 12,068,290 12,485,650 13,454,580 
if) 9,019,354 9,960,536 10,772,945 11,543,080 12,274,890 12,823,675 13,842,280 


0to4 dt 2,256,401 2,197,387 1,816,155 1,732,005 = 1,783,370 +=—1,810,190 —_ 1,906,500 
M. 1,154,091 L285 5e71 929,600 888,635 914,450 927,785 975,765 
F 1,102,310 1,068,616 886,545 843,350 868,930 882,420 930,735 
Under | ae 464,958 400,337 355,870 346,545 363,720 363,625 393,500 
M. 237,879 204,754 182,190 177,695 186,320 186,280 201,600 
p 227,079 195,583 173,675 168,850 177,400 177,350 191,900 
1 I: 456,724 414,532 361,105 347,745 363,405 362,395 394,985 
M. 233,488 212,302 184,630 178,415 186,775 186,375 202,090 
a 223,236 202,230 176,470 169,320 176,630 176,025 192,895 
2 de 453,560 459,318 354,260 3315295 353,335 361,340 376,335 
M. 232,051 240,634 181,210 172,565 181,070 184,875 192,700 
K 221,509 218,684 173,050 164,730 172,265 176,465 183,635 
3 Ab. 448,803 462,892 359,070 345,495 349,445 361,755 367,760 
M. 229,246 236,047 183,365 177,565 179 215 185,385 188,185 
ee 219,557 226,845 175,705 167,925 170,175 176,370 179,580 
4 Ti 432,356 460,308 385,850 354,925 353,465 361,075 373,920 
M. 221,427 235,034 198,205 182,395 181,010 184,870 191,190 
la 210,929 225,274 187,645 L72;525 172,460 176,210 182,725 
5 to9 at 2,079,522 2,300,857 2,254,000 1,887,810 1,776,860 1,794,980 1,908,035 
M. 1,063,840 HI72;824% 1,152;430 966,730 911,940 920,110 978,215 
FE 1,015,682 1128;036™) 15101,575 921,080 864,920 874,880 929,825 
5 als 428,586 469,161 411,370 376,250 355,770 364,275 382,865 
M. 219,276 239,809 208,820 192,705 182,460 186,510 196,135 
13s 209,310 229,352 202,550 183,545 N73 ;310 177,765 186,730 
6 its 423,294 462,672 446,275 376,520 357,610 364,435 383,525 
M. 216,664 236,292 229,765 193,085 183,540 187,025 196,740 
1a 206,630 226,380 216,510 183,435 174,075 177,410 186,785 
7 _ 416,490 463,667 459,445 367,055 345,415 356,530 380,980 
M. 213,073 234,121 234,285 188,295 176,780 182,860 195,350 
le 203,417 229,546 225,160 178,765 168,630 173,675 185,630 
8 409,419 459,233 470,950 372,385 354,230 352,225 379,560 


AE 
M. 209,376 235,068 241,155 190,420 181,965 180,645 194,600 
F 200,043 224,165 229,800 181,960 172,265 171,585 184,960 


ae eee FP ee ee ee eee ee 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Continued) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 nO TA 1976 1981 1986 1991 
9 if. 401,733 446,124 465,960 395,600 363,835 857,515 381,105 
M. 205,451 221,55 238,405 202,225 187,195 183,070 195,390 
FE 196,282 218,593 221,505) 193,375 176,640 174,445 185,720 
10 to 14 i 13855,9997 9925093 S380 2,310 WAS EE 1 2)276,3i755 17920 87 mr als786,790) 878 One 
M. 948,160 1,071,255 1,181,450 ~=1,164,640 984,735 916,755 962,925 
1 907,839 1022; 2580eel 129 285ml, e750 936,125 870,050 915,090 
10 Ts 394,116 449,833 471,280 417,165 384,345 356,935 382,755 
M. 201,486 230,204 240,755 213,485 197,045 183,120 195,855 
EF 192,630 ZNDOZ9 230,525 203,680 187,295 173,815 186,900 
11 T. 387,090 429,497 467,975 448,920 383,775 359,475 380,650 
M. 197,774 219,220 239,770 2297150) 197175 184,360 195,430 
1 189,316 210,277 228,205 219,170 186,595 175,125 185,215 
12 it 376,177 427,544 461,660 464,855 376,820 347,885 S¥RIW/S 
M. LOZ AS 221,081 235,845 238,090 193,265 177,945 191,430 
1 184,062 206,463 225,820 226,765 183,555 169,940 181,750 
13 ib 359,444 400,678 458,975 475,280 381,210 3575055 369,230 
M. 183,561 204,037 235,015 242,815 195,105 183,335 189,560 
F. 175,883 196,641 223,955 232,465 186,105 1735/25 179,675 
14 ih 83 972 385,961 450,855 470,155 394,725 365,440 372,200 
M. 173,224 196,713 230,065 240,500 202,145 187,995 190,650 
1ek 165,948 189,248 220,780 229,650 1925575 177,445 181,550 
15 to 19 iI 1,432,559 1,837,725 2,114,335 2,345,250 2,314,890 1,924,855 1,868,635 
M. 729,035 928,958 1,074,430 1,195,975 1,182,010 985,260 958,415 
If 703,524 908,767 1,039,925 1,149,280 1,132,870 939,600 910,235 
15 it S197 56 B75, tao 445,190 487,120 425,890 391,065 377,240 
M. 163,326 191,641 227,700 249,570 218,400 200,450 193,845 
P. 156,430 183,518 217,490 PEM SIs, 207,490 190,610 183,395 
16 ls 300,501 367,183 444,235 478,455 462,190 387,425 378,385 
M. 153,594 187,056 226,675 245,080 236,865 199,340 194,705 
E 146,907 180,127 217,560 2331315) 225,320 188,090 183,685 
17 i 283,357 364,994 425,485 466,825 475,955 379,185 365,955 
M. 144,616 184,501 216,275 238,340 244,070 194,885 187,715 
in 138,741 180,493 209,215 228,485 231,885 184,300 178,245 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Continued) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 


ee 


18 269,811 365,648 407,945 459,515 479,805 377,615 370,290 


ir 
M. 136,976 183,816 206,685 233,980 244,325 192,685 189,870 
F 132,835 181,832 201,270 2255535 235,475 184,930 180,425 


19 i 259,134 364,741 391,480 453,335 471,050 389,565 376,765 
M. 130,523 181,944 197,095 229,005 238,350 197,900 192,280 
FS 128,611 182,797 194,390 224,330 232,700 191,670 184,485 
20 to 24 i 1,183,646 1,461,298 1,889,400 2,133,805 2,343,805 2,253,350 1,961,865 
M. 587,139 727,115 941,780 1,065,760 1,174,290 1,131,460 985,215 
eh 596,507 734,183 947,635 1,068,035 1,169,520 1,121,890 976,645 
20 i 248,756 325,196 381,045 446,010 479,415 412,120 393/915 
M. 124,288 161,128 191,255 224,820 241,515 208,440 199,250 
B 124,468 164,068 189,790 221,190 237,900 203,680 194,665 
21 a 238,734 297,658 371,445 445,505 475,000 446,665 391,995 
M. 118,148 150,068 186,165 222925 239,020 225,005 198,180 
m 120,586 147,590 185,285 222,575 235,980 221,665 193,815 
22 ft 252/371 288,451 370,315 425,230 464,885 460,275 386,115 
M. 114,438 141,838 184,870 211,660 232,295 231,350 193,780 
Fr 11:7,933 146,613 185,450 213,565 232,590 228,925 192,330 
23 iF: 230,910 284,883 376,205 413,295 464,060 468,805 388,345 
M. 114,130 142,235 188,365 205,130 232,035 234,525 194,055 
BE 116,780 142,648 187,835 208,160 232,025 234,275 194,290 
24 Ale 232,875 265,110 390,390 403,765 460,445 465,485 401,495 
M. 116,135 131,846 191,125 201,225 229,425 232,140 199,950 
i 116,740 133,264 199,275 202,545 231,025 233,345 201,545 
25 to 29 ik 1,209,297 1,241,794 1,584,120 1,993,060 2,177,605 2,341,505 2,375,540 
M. 613,897 619,462 800,710 1,000,525 1,084,415 1,164,985 1,182,570 
F 595,400 622,332 783,410 992,540 1,093,200 1,176,520 1,192,955 
25 J 235,424 268,097 329,810 400,095 446,885 475,225 429,170 
M. 118,331 133,954 166,065 200,565 2235335 237,335 213,865 
EB 117,093 134,143 163,745 199,530 223,550 237,890 215,305 
26 i 238,929 247,499 323,085 395,030 450,910 471,560 468,135 
M. 121,053 123,046 159,635 198,595 224,140 235,085 233,025 
158 117,876 124,453 163,450 196,430 226,775 236,475 235,110 
27 242,443 251,192 323,325 394,000 438,905 465,345 485,350 


T. 
M. 123,498 124,025 167,030 197,250 218,100 230175 241,870 
F. 118,945 127,167 156,295 196,750 220,805 234,170 243,475 


| ee ee eee eee ee 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Continued) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
28 ih 245,155 245,203 312,090 398,180 425,285 465,795 497,285 
M. 125,040 122,967 155,760 200,030 2115305 231,400 247,305 
1) 120,115 122,236 156,330 198,155 213,980 234,395 249,975 


29 T 247,346 229,803 295,810 405,755 415,620 463,580 495,600 
M. 1255975 115,470 152,220 204,085 207,535 229,990 246,505 
F. 


121371 114,333 143,590 201,675 208,090 233,590 249,090 


30 to 34 il 1,271,810 1,241,697 1,305,420 1,627,485 2,038,585 2,185,645 2,491,045 


M. 644,407 630,498 660,880 822,690 1,021,480 1,083,765 1,237,685 
EB 627,403 611,199 644,555 804,795. ~ 1,017, 100% 1,101,880 1,2537365 
30 T. 249,967 268,848 276,690 347,360 412,690 450,730 507,065 
M. L271, 212 135,841 138,955 175,345 206,325 223,890 252,110 
iF 1225155 133,007 137,740 172,015 206,365 226,840 254,955 
31 ails 252,664 224,580 266,625 333,580 405,360 452,935 502,720 
M. 128,550 112,794 136,010 168,820 203,220 224,545 249,660 
1f 124,114 111,786 130,615 164,760 202,140 228,390 253,060 
32 Am 254,950 245,394 260,520 330,205 402,985 440,935 496,040 
M. 129,447 123;989 131,350 166,705 201,370 218,075 246,330 
1a 125,503 121,455 129,175 163,500 201,610 222,865 249,715 
33 E 256,629 255,248 254,515 320,830 406,530 427,330 495,925 
M. 129,727 131,059 129,905 162,205 204,050 211 ou 246,810 
1 126,902 124,189 124,610 158,630 202,480 215,750 249,115 
34 T. 257,600 247,627 247,070 295,510 411,020 413,715 489,295 
M. 129,471 126,865 124,660 149,615 206,515 205,680 242,775 
iF 128,129 120,762 122,415 145,890 204,505 208,035 246,520 
35 to 39 a 1,270,924 1,286,144 1,263,870 1,328,780 1,630,250 2,026,180 2,284,475 
M. 631,072 649,769 645,045 671,340 822, 295% Pal OM 050") 11335670 
B 639,852 636,375 618,815 657,450 807 9508NeL ONS 1205) 1150805 
35 it 258,290 266,717 252,590 284,450 352,200 410,015 473,045 
M. 129,087 134,715 128,645 143,850 177,460 204,325 234,955 
F 129,203 132,002 123,945 140,605 174,735 205,685 238,085 
36 Ts 258,985 25552716 248,125 271,000 332,440 403,105 475,550 
M. 128,653 128,809 125,930 136,645 167,865 201,180 235,985 
lé 130,332 126,464 2279S 134,360 164,570 201,925 239,565 
37 i 257,227 259,250 247,905 265,545 327,665 401,205 460,905 
M. 127,303 131,948 126,845 134,295 165,110 199,730 228,320 
F 129,924 127,302 121,060 131,250 162,560 201,470 232,590 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Continued) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
38 Er 251,973 258,714 257,865 256,160 320,430 403,295 443,415 
M. 124,710 130,778 131,280 129,550 161,600 201,510 219,505 
FE. 127,263 127,936 126,580 126,610 158,830 201,785 223,910 
39 A 244,449 246,190 257,385 251,625 297,515 408,560 431,560 
M. IZIS3H9 123,519 132,345 127,000 150,260 204,305 214,905 
E. 123,130 122,671 125,035 124,625 147,255 204,255 216,655 
40 to 44 Al 1,118,961 1,257,028 1,262,530 1,268,220 1,337,900 1,614,720 2,086,905 
M. 559,996 624,709 640,770 643,575 674,675 810,935 1,042,185 
FE. 558,965 632,319 621,760 624,640 663,240 803,785 1,044,710 
40 if 236,804 283,354 253,860 253,745 288,395 349,670 426,250 
M. 117,829 140,402 129,870 128,505 145,235 175,320 212,320 
EF 118,975 142,952 123,995 125235 143,165 174,350 213,930 
41 Ty 228,409 229,827 256,195 249,655 273,270 329,645 418,155 
M. 113,987 114,297 130,875 126,250 137,595 165,890 208,875 
FE. 114,422 115,530 125,320 123,405 135,680 163,755 209,275 
42 if 221,509 268,868 249,925 250,250 267,580 324,940 412,990 
M. 110,896 134,339 126,740 127,100 135,010 163,275 205,590 
FE. 110,613 134,529 123,185 123,145 132,565 161,665 207,400 
43 T. 217,364 244,175 253,825 259,765 257,605 316,945 413,130 
M. 109,130 (21,515 128,420 131,645 130,230 158,945 206,955 
E 108,234 122,660 125,400 128,120 127,380 158,000 206,175 
44 AL: 214,875 230,804 248,725 254,805 251,050 293,520 416,380 
M. 108,154 114,156 124,865 130,075 126,605 147,505 208,445 
FE 106,721 116,648 123,860 124,735 124,450 146,015 207,930 
45 to 49 1 1,015,316 1,089,915 1,239,040 1,252,845 1,255,350 1,315,885 1,640,790 
M. 515,516 BAD D2 613,410 630,470 634,705 659,970 824,200 
F. 499,800 547,163 625,625 622,375 620,645 655,910 816,585 
45 le 211,736 251,651 250,875 255,085 253,970 283,595 356,785 
M. 106,893 125,172 125,080 129,510 128,090 142,100 178,975 
FE. 104,843 126,479 125,795 125,570 125,875 141,495 177,805 
46 EL 208,496 224,931 249,275 255,980 249,110 269,100 336,785 
M. 105,598 111,855 123,540 129,620 125,540 134,760 169,370 
F, 102,898 113,076 125);735 126,360 123,570 134,340 167,415 
47 sib 204,346 210,312 248,360 246,770 243,815 262,550 329,050 
M. 103,805 103,167 122,815 124,095 123,360 131,980 165,205 
E. 100,541 107,145 125,545 122,680 120,455 130,565 163,845 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Continued) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
48 a 198,691 204,077 242,820 249,170 293,950 252,930 320,190 
M. 101,193 101,168 119,520 124,825 128,510 127,035 160,995 
Li 97,498 102,909 1239295 124,345 125,440 1255895 159,195 
49 30 192,047 198,944 247,710 245,840 254,505 247,710 297,980 
M. 98,027 101,390 122,455 122,420 129,205 124,095 149,655 
F. 94,020 97,554 1259255 123,420 125,305 123,615 148,325 
50 to 54 T. 863,188 988,264 1,052,550 1,220,185 1,243,475 1,229,330 1,325,460 
M. 442,909 498,283 518,900 595,710 621,660 616,195 663,285 
1s 420,279 489,981 5383639 624,465 621,810 613,135 662,175 
50 G 185,593 225,288 232,020 248,395 255,680 249,935 288,315 
M. 94,937 112,012 114,300 IELTS 129,005 125,170 144,420 
FE. 90,656 113,276 117,715 126,020 126,675 124,770 143,900 
51 T. 179,176 185,742 224,670 245,550 254,980 243,565 PTAA ESS) 
M. 91,837 3153 111,360 120,370 128,205 121,760 1355975 
RB 87/339. 91,989 113,305 12351 126,775 121,805 135,160 
52 T. 172,660 207,308 203,295 242,140 244,625 239,285 264,945 
M. 88,643 104,747 99,645 118,075 122,540 120,080 132,565 
1g 84,017 102,561 103,650 124,060 122,085 119,200 132,375 
53 it 166,127 191,755 197,280 241,420 246,800 248,485 254,350 
M. 85,388 97,533 97,145 117,005 122,665 124,655 PTS 
FE. 80,739 94,222 100,135 124,415 124,135 123,830 126,975 
54 lie 159,632 178,171 195,285 242,680 241,390 248,060 246,715 
M. 82,104 90,238 96,450 117,885 119,245 124,530 122,950 
|e 77,528 87,933 98,830 124,795 122,140 123,530 123,765 
55 to 59 T. 705,835 816,300 954 25a 1,019 O80 IF 179915 © lr 2035195) 712222920 
M. 362,145 413,389 472,415 492,260 568,395 593,605 608,080 
F. 343,690 402,911 482,320 526,780 611,535 609,595 614,835 
oS) T. 153,130 182,436 194,540 227,605 243,090 248,510 249,110 
M. 78,788 92,458 96,200 110,160 118,515 123,870 124,030 
et 74,342 89,978 98,345 117,445 124,575 124,640 125,080 
56 Tt 146,621 166,273 201,630 220,020 239,760 246,490 243,475 
M. 75,457 84,702 99,610 106,800 116,210 1227585 120,985 
i 71,164 81,571 102,025 113,220 1233555 123,960 122,490 
yi it 140,568 162,727 195,405 195,185 235,950 236,665 238,330 
M. ZS, 82,098 97,020 94,000 113,485 116,840 118,750 
1g 68,316 80,629 98,390 101,185 122,465 119,830 119,575 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Continued) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 


ee ee ene 


58 alt 135,194 160,548 185,010 188,420 229,715 238,150 245,185 
M. 69,245 81,025 91,450 90,865 109,905 116,785 121,680 
BR 65,949 79,523 93,560 OT S55 119,815 121,360 123,505 
59 sf 130,322 144,316 178,140 187,800 231,400 233,380 246,820 
M. 66,403 73,106 88,135 90,435 110,280 1135576 122,635 
F. 63,919 71,210 90,000 97,375 1215125 119,805 124,185 
60 to 64 Ne 583,635 663,410 777,010 905,405 S79325F 1125130) 176,705 
M. 292,569 330,006 381,690 435,790 462,390 530,455 571,935 
E 291,066 333,404 395,320 469,615 516,930 594,665 604,765 
60 ils 125,536 153,552 169,070 186,620 2215955 233,655 245,945 
M. 63,604 75,780 83,380 90,160 105,345 114,855 121,050 
RB 61,932 77,772 85,695 96,460 116,610 121,805 124,900 
61 T. 120,895 123,856 160,305 190,590 213 5on0 229,140 241,340 
M. 60,858 62,301 79,885 91,885 101,385 108,955 118,530 
E 60,037 61,555 80,420 98,705 111,985 120,185 122,805 
62 fis 116,493 139/535 155,055 183,635 185,670 224,580 231,530 
M. 58,297 68,327 76,210 88,480 87,310 105,705 112,605 
E 58,196 71,208 78,845 957195 98,360 118,875 118,925 
63 pe 1127585 129,565 149,890 174,325 179,375 218,175 234,705 
M. 55,976 64,478 73,300 83,855 84,605 101,920 UL 07/5) 
F. 56,359 65,087 76,590 90,470 94,770 116,245 119,940 
64 ‘E 108,376 116,902 142,690 170,235 178,955 219,580 226,175 
M. 53,834 59,120 68,915 81,410 83,745 102,020 107,975 
Ls 54,542 57,782 73,770 88,825 95,205 1 S55 118,195 
65 to 69 Ae. 487,102 531,709 619,960 720,810 844,330 Oti7o5 1/073;170 
M. 239,685 254,938 296,050 338,520 390,580 414,545 492,490 
F. 247,417 276,771 323,905 382,300 453,745 497,220 580,655 
65 aL 104,503 123,717 136,890 162,150 178,515 210,145 226,170 
M. St 751 60,288 65,485 76,765 83,330 96,625 106,035 
is S22 63,429 71,405 85,390 95,185 113,510 120,130 
66 100,632 108,462 131,345 150,730 180,560 200,525 220,305 
M. 49,643 53,129 62,670 71,990 83,780 91,925 102,280 
cu 50,989 55,090 68,675 78,740 96,780 108,600 118,020 
67 ai Ib 97,068 105,389 124,825 143,270 172,370 172,750 214,200 
M. 47,734 50,595 59,870 67,075 79,940 78,160 98,050 
F. 49,334 54,794 64,950 76,195 92,425 94,595 116,150 
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Table A.1 


Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Continued) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
68 Tr 93,924 98,985 117,735 136,895 162,335 165,705 206,865 
M. 46,061 46,546 56,165 63,865 74,680 75,090 93,740 
B 47,863 52,439 61,575 73,035 87,660 90,620 113,120 
69 1k 90,975 95,156 109,165 127,765 150,550 162,640 205,630 
M. 44,516 44,380 51,860 58,825 68,850 72,745 92,385 
ji 46,459 50,776 57,300 68,940 81,695 89,895 113)235 
70 to 74 rz 402,175 427,207 457,385 5335129 633,420 738,325 821,895 
M. 196,076 198,808 205,570 241,360 281,225 324,335 358,955 
FE 206,099 228,399 251,805 292,370 352,185 413,990 462,945 
70 A 87,974 102,932 103,845 120,720 143,710 159,700 194,480 
M. 42,959 46,562 48,035 55,190 64,805 71,385 86,555 
F 45,015 56,370 55,810 65,530 78,900 88,310 107,925 
7: T 85,058 80,721 98,030 114,180 135,750 159,865 182,980 
M. 41,452 37,864 44,885 51,860 61,480 70,920 80,785 
Lf 43,606 42,857 53,140 62,325 74,275 88,945 102,195 
72 i 81,407 92,585 90,885 107,400 126,185 150,525 155,340 
M. 39,634 43,867 40,715 48,680 55,810 66,030 67,445 
LF 41,773 48,718 50,170 58,720 70,375 84,500 87,900 
73 ie 76,632 79,031 84,315 100,120 118,605 140,210 147,245 
M. 37,333 36,850 37,075 44,995 51,985 61,035 63,690 
E 397299 42,181 47,235 5525 66,615 79,170 83,555 
74 Te 71,104 71,938 80,310 91,305 109,170 128,025 141,850 
M. 34,698 33,665 34,860 40,635 47,145 54,965 60,480 
| 36,406 335218 45,450 50,670 62,020 73,065 81,370 
75 to 79 ak 274,237 300,365 325,505 362,700 432,665 510,355 614,775 
M. 134,186 138,967 140,005 150,430 180,485 209,905 292,999 
13h 140,051 161,398 185,515 Pui eaT( 252) 175 300,450 362,245 
iD) T. 65,695 72,618 76,050 87,845 101,950 120,340 137,360 
M. BUSS 33,170 32,905 37,670 43,195 50,755 SLAs 
E 33,562 39,448 43,150 50,175 58,750 69,580 79,385 
76 de 60,284 64,592 69,580 79,835 94,390 111,050 135,660 
M. 29,585 30,008 29,890 33,810 BOTS 46,700 56,515 
Le 30,699 34,584 39,695 46,025 54,675 64,350 79,150 
77 vv, 54,825 60,597 64,995 71,345 87,120 101,415 1255285 
M. 26,935 28,281 27,940 29,420 36,225 41,600 D15235 
iB 27,890 32,316 37,055 41,930 50,900 59,815 74,005 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Continued) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
tear ee ee 
78 Aly 49,392 S}5)s}ete) 60,110 63,795 78,915 93,330 113,875 

M. 24,169 25,825 2h. 255155 32,625 37,625 46,145 
icf 25,223 29,733 34,315 38,035 46,285 55,705 67,730 
79 ‘Lis 44,041 47,000 54,770 59,880 70,290 84,220 102,645 
M. 21,364 21,683 23,475 235 00S 28,725 33,225 40,665 
RK 22,677 pay WF 31,300 36,110 41,565 51,000 61,975 
80 to 84 bs 146,817 17 TLS 204,180 220,560 256,795 309,370 376,790 
M. 69,046 80,664 85,680 85,245 94,935 115,355 140,135 
FE Tita 96,655 118,490 135,310 161,855 194,015 236,665 
80 if 38,760 47,539 49,035 54,945 64,930 76,805 93,995 
M. 18,612 21,429 20,835 ZIOD9 25,170 29,450 36,355 
i 20,148 26,110 28,195 33,385 39,760 47,355 57,650 
81 ‘ls 33,558 36,643 44,825 48,495 57,355 69,135 83,960 
M. 15,894 17,126 18,940 18,955 21,820 26,070 325125 
F. 17,664 19,547 25,885 29,540 35,530 43,070 51,840 
82 ik 28,796 35,642 42,140 43,440 50,085 61,910 74,365 
M. 13,450 16,202 17,560 16,820 18,370 23,010 27,550 
Re. 15,346 19,440 24,580 26,625 31,715 38,895 46,810 
83 A (5 24,661 31,157 36,830 39,435 44,500 54,530 66,725 
M. 11,408 14,149 15,390 14,935 15,780 20,015 24,080 
FE 13,253 17,008 21,435 24,495 28,720 34,515 42,645 
84 iv 21,042 26,338 31,350 34,245 895925 46,990 57,745 
M. 9,682 11,758 12,955 12,980 13,795 16,810 20,025 
re 11,360 14,580 18,395 21,265 26,130 30,180 37,720 
85 to 89 aD 60,784 76,790 100,005 112,380 130,940 152,135 189,490 
M. 27,178 33,073 40,625 41,475 44,030 48,520 61,255 
1p 33,606 43,717 59,385 70,900 86,910 103,610 128,235 
85 12 17,648 22,609 28,010 30,030 35,370 41,740 50,360 
M. 8,052 O29 Ui/535 115295 eS 14,065 16,920 
EF; 9,596 12,880 16,475 18,735 23,180 27,675 33,435 
86 Ib 14,543 19,020 23,695 26,255 30,515 35,410 44,070 
M. 6,563 8,339 9,810 9,760 10,370 11,695 14,500 
Lis 7,980 10,681 13,885 16,495 20,140 23,710 29,570 
87 ie 117293 14,459 19,570 22,910 25,460 29/219) 315,515 
M. 5,254 6,221 7,925 8,400 8,495 9,205 12,29 
1p 6,539 8,238 11,645 14,505 16,965 20,070 25,450 
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Table A.1 
Population by Single Years of Age and Sex, Canada, 1961-1991 (Concluded) 


Age and sex 1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
88 i 9,408 11,499 15,940 18,540 21,625 24,755 31,520 
M. 4,127 4,932 6,335 6,680 7,085 7,935 9,855 
if 5,281 6,567 9,610 11,860 14,535 17,220 21,670 
89 a Wo o2 9,203 12,790 14,645 17,970 20,955 25,965 
M. 3,182 3,852 5,020 5,340 5,885 6,020 7,855 
FE 4,210 So 7,770 9,305 12,090 14,935 18,110 
90+ T. 20,039 26,158 37,380 52,170 62,840 75,630 93,845 
M. 7,946 10,106 13,940 18,360 19,615 20,675 25,055 
F. 12,093 16,052 23,445 33,795 43,230 54,945 68,795 


Sources: Statistics Canada, 1961 Census of Canada, Vol. 1, Part 2, Table 26. 
Statistics Canada, 1966 Census of Canada, Vol. 1, Table 25. 


Statistics Canada, Single Years of Age. 1971 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-716, Table 14. 


Statistics Canada, Single Years of Age. 1976 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-832, Table 1. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1981 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-901, Table 2. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1986 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-101, Table 4. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 4. 
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Table A.2 


Population by Selected Age Groups and Total Dependency Ratios, Canada 


1961-1991 


All ages 
0 to 17 years 
18 to 64 years 


65+ 


Age 
dependency! 
Child 
dependency? 
Old-age 
dependency? 


1961 


1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
Population 
18,238,247 20,014,880 21,568,310 22,992,600 24,343,180 25,309,330 27,296,855 
7,095,536 7,699,093 7,695,810 7,328,590 6,845,140 6,549,635 6,814,140 
9,751,557 10,776,239 12,128,090 13,661,665 15,137,065 16,062,120 17,312,740 
1,391,154 1,539,548 1,744,415 2,002,345 2,360,990 2,697,580 3,169,940 
Total dependency ratios 

87.0 SoM, 77.8 68.3 60.8 57.6 57.7 

72.8 71.4 63.5 53.6 45.2 40.8 39.4 

14.3 14.3 14.4 14.7 15.6 16.8 18.3 


1 (0 to 17 years age group + 65 years and over age group)/(18 to 64 years age group) x 100 


2 (0 to 17 years age group)/(18 to 64 years age group) x 100 


3 (65 years and over age group)/(18 to 64 years age group) x 100 


Source: Calculated from Appendix Table A.1 


Lee 
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Table A.3 
Median Age, Canada, Provinces and Territories, 1961-1991 


1961 1966 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
Canada 26.3 25.4 26.3 27.8 29.6 31.6 33.5 
Newfoundland 19.1 1933 20.7 22.6 Dow BAAS) 30.8 
Prince Edward Island 24.5 24.0 24.8 26.6 28.8 30.6 32.8 
Nova Scotia 24.9 24.6 25.4 P(e 2953 Si2 33.4 
New Brunswick 22.3 D2ee 239 Pasi 28.1 30.5 ee h74 
Quebec 24.0 23.9 25.6 7a T 29.7 32.0 34.2 
Ontario 28.4 Daf pe Dilez 28.6 30.6 32.3 33.6 
Manitoba Died 26.7 26.8 28.0 29.9 31.4 33.0 
Saskatchewan 26.6 2505) 26.7 27.6 28.7 30.1 32.6 
Alberta DSS, 24.5 24.9 26.1 26.9 29.2 S1e3 
British Columbia 29.8 28.2 27.9 291 30.9 S3u 34.7 
Yukon 25.6 23.6 24.1 24.9 26.6 28.9 31.0 
Northwest Territories 21.4 19°5 eri 20.6 22.0 Peay | 24.8 


Sources: Calculated from: Statistics Canada, 1961 Census of Canada,Vol.1, Part 2, Table 26. 


Calculated from: Statistics Canada, 1966 Census of Canada, Vol.1, Table 25. 


Calculated from: Statistics Canada, Single Years of Age. 1971 Census of Canada, 


Catalogue No. 92-716, Table 14. 


Statistics Canada, Single Years of Age. 1976 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-832, Table 1. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1981 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-901, Table 2. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1986 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-101, Table 4. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 4. 
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Table A.4 
Mean Age At First Marriage! by Sex, Canada, 1941-1991 


eae SS a ee eee ee eee ee 


Census year Male Female 
ea a ee Qe eee 
1941 PIT 24.8 
1946 N.A N.A 
1951 7asy 8 225 
1956 25.0 21.8 
1961 24.8 21.4 
1966 24.7 21.8 
1971 24.4 22.0 
1976 24.4 22.3 
1981 D5 2 Deal 
1986 26.5 24.3 
1991 af 250 


' Mean age at first marriage computed using Hajnal method and data from: 
Statistics Canada, 1941 Census of Canada, Vol. 3, Table 7. 

Statistics Canada, 1951 Census of Canada, Vol. 2, Table 2. 

Statistics Canada, 1956 Census of Canada, Vol. 1, Table 28. 

Statistics Canada, 1961 Census of Canada, Vol. 1, Part 3, Table 78. 
Statistics Canada, 1966 Census of Canada, Vol. 1, Table 34. 


Statistics Canada, Marital Status by Age Group. 1971 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-730, Table 1. 


Statistics Canada, Marital Status by Age Group. 1976 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-825, Table 22. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1981 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-901, Table 4. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1986 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-101, Table 5. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 3. 
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Table A.5 
Percentage Never-married Population (Single) by Age Group and Sex, Canada 
1971-1991 


Age group and sex 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 


Male 

|S 31.6 31.4 31e3 30H 29.8.: 
15 to 19 98.4 98.0 98.4 98.7 98.7 
20 to 24 67.6 67.7 71.9 79.2 81.6 
25 to 29 25.6 27.0 32.0 39.6 45.7 
30 to 34 jee} 13.1 15.0 19.6 24.2 
35 to 39 10.3 9.1 9.3 11.4 14.8 
40 to 44 9.4 8.2 7.8 8.3 9.8 
45 to 49 9.1 8.3 15 Thee? 7.6 
50 to 54 8.7 8.3 7.8 Holl 6.7 
55 to 59 9.2 8.0 7.8 7.4 6.6 
60+ 10.3 9.2 8.2 US 7.0 
Female 

15+ 25.0 24.6 24.5 23.9 23 
15 to 19 92.5 91.8 93.3 95.3 95.6 
20 to 24 43.5 45.3 Sill 60.2 64.6 
25 to 29 15.4 16.3 20.0 25H 29.7 
30 to 34 9.1 9.1 10.5 13.3 16.3 
35 to 39 Wed 6.8 Tes 8.6 10.7 
40 to 44 6.9 6.2 6.1 6.7 7.9 
45 to 49 7.0 6.2 5.8 5.8 6.4 
50 to 54 Thal 6.5 6.0 5.6 5.6 
55 to 59 9.0 7.3 6.3 5.9 5S 


60+ 10.5 9.8 8.9 Ue: TZ 


Sources: Statistics Canada, Marital Status by Age Group. 1971 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-730, Table 1. 


Statistics Canada, Marital Status by Age Group. 1976 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-825, Table 22. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1981 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 92-901, Table 4. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1986 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-101, Table 5. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 3. 
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Table A.6 


Divorced Persons per 1,000 Married Persons (with spouse present) by A 
and Sex, Canada 1971-1991 present) by Age Group 


ee ee ee 


Age group and 1971 1976 1981 1986 1991 
sex 

Male 

15+ TOS. 22.4 S)5)56) 46.0 Gyo 
15 to 19 27.9 11.0 1253 30.7 3355 
20 to 24 te: 7.8 10.3 10.6 hg 
25 to 29 a2 ibyAds) 25.0 Waid] 24.7 
30 to 34 (oye) Dt 36.0 41.9 43.6 
35 to 39 li eee 26.3 41.8 54.2 6275 
40 to 44 18.3 ies 45.8 6233 73.4 
45 to 49 18.6 28.3 46.2 63.4 THES 
50 to 54 18.2 26.7 45.0 61.3 SRS: 
55 to 59 hPa 24.2 39.6 55.4 66.4 
60+ 14.5 18.8 PAS) 35.4 43.9 
Female 

15+ 2A 5 34.7 51.9 68.8 83.3 
15 to 19 7.8 5.8 5.6 10.3 ee 
20 to 24 10.1 Soh 16.8 15.4 16.0 
25 to 29 19.5 30.5 40.1 39.3 36.5 
30 to 34 23.6 41.5 58.3 ied 63.2 
35 to 39 24.7 45.1 69.4 88.2 92.3 
40 to 44 25.0 44.9 70.8 100.0 115.4 
45 to 49 24.6 42.3 67.2 94.8 124.4 
50 to 54 24.1 38.7 60.7 86.1 114.4 
55 to 59 24.2 34.6 5371 75.8 103.4 
60+ 21.4 29.4 42.6 58.3 79.3 


Calculated from: 

Statistics Canada, 1971 Census of Canada, unpublished tabulations. 
Statistics Canada, 1976 Census of Canada, unpublished tabulations. 
Statistics Canada, 1981 Census of Canada, unpublished tabulations. 
Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada, unpublished tabulations. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 3. 
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Table A.7 


Persons in Common-law Unions by Age Group and Sex, Canada 1981, 1986 and 


1991 
Age group 
15+ al 
M 
F 
15 to 19 il 
M 
F 
20 to 24 ae 
M 
lz 
25 to 29 if 
M 
F 
30 to 34 a 
M 
F 
35 to 39 Wh 
M 
ie) 
40 to 44 WV 
M 
\Fi 
45 to 49 at 
M 
EF 
50 to 54 VT 
M 
F 
a5 tO D9 1h 
M 
3 
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1981 


GAS 20S 
356,605 
356,610 


40,790 
8,340 
32,450 


192,705 
83,080 
109,625 


165,795 
88,120 
77,675 


109,025 
61,160 
47,865 


68,045 
38,715 
2329 


42,940 
24,230 
18,715 


30,905 
17,630 
135205 


23,605 
13,315 
10,290 


16,530 


9,080 
7,450 


= 59 


1986 


973,880 
486,940 
486,940 


26,190 
4,655 
21535 


205,135 
81,630 
123,500 


238,750 
122,670 
116,085 


167,070 
90,335 
76,730 


117,680 
65,010 
52,670 


76,345 
42,395 
33,950 


47,630 
26,525 
21,110 


33,645 
197245 
14,430 


24,120 
13,710 
10,410 


1991 


1,451,905 
1233955 
725,950 


32,705 
6,570 
26,135 


227,685 
89,200 
138,485 


332,900 
163,840 
169,060 


271,305 
140,410 
130,900 


193,290 
101,310 
91,985 


142,225 
76,740 
65,490 


95,695 
53,570 
42,130 


58,470 
34,155 
24,310 


38,700 
24,020 
14,680 


Table A.7 


Persons in Common-law Unions by Age Group and Sex, Canada 1981, 1986 and 


1991 (Concluded) 


Age group 1981 1986 1991 
60 to 65 z 10,510 16,870 26,045 
M 5,740 9,245 16,330 
F 4,770 7,625 ara RS 
65+ T 12,370 20,450 32,885 
M 7,200 11,555 19,820 
F 5,170 8,895 13,065 


Sources: Statistics Canada, 1981 Census of Canada, unpublished tabulations. 
Statistics Canada, 1986 Census of Canada, unpublished tabulations. 


Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 


Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 6. 
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Table A.8 


Couples in Private Households by Marital Status, Canada, Provinces and 


Territories, 1991 


Canada 


Newfoundland 
Prince Edward Island 
Nova Scotia 
New Brunswick 
Quebec 

Ontario 
Manitoba 
Saskatchewan 
Alberta 

British Columbia 
Yukon 


Northwest Territories 


All couples 


6,401,455 


132,790 
WE) SAY 
211,490 
171,465 
1,614,350 
2,383,935 
248,565 
22325 
584,975 
780,285 
6,070 
10,680 


Married couples 


5,675,505 


122,830 
27,490 
191,370 
SSS 
1,307,445 
2,201,780 
221,255 
209,575 
525,025 
694,655 
4,650 
7,850 


Common-law 
couples 


725,950 


9,960 
2,030 
20,120 
15,890 
306,905 
182,155 
21,310 
LTO 
SPIO 
85,630 
1,420 
2,830 


Source: Statistics Canada, Families: Number, Type and Structure. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-312, Tables 5 and 6. 
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Table A.9 


Persons Living in Common-law Unions by Age Group and Legal Marital Status 
Canada, 1991 ; 


Serre 


Age group Total Single Separated Divorced Widowed 
ee rin a ps 


Absolute numbers 
SIS SE a ae ce ee 


Total 1,451,905 923,400 102,430 376,455 49,610 
15 to 19 $2,705 32,460 90 135 20 
20 to 24 227,685 221,995 2,330 3,205 140 
25 to 29 332,900 297,050 10,200 25,010 645 
30 to 34 271,305 135255 17,315 58,980 1,745 
S10 so 1937290 94,110 19,140 76,965 3,070 
40 to 44 142,225 41,850 18,075 77,875 4,430 
45 to 49 95,695 18,375 13,420 58,455 5,445 
50 to 54 58,470 9,145 8,425 34,845 6,045 
Soto? 38,700 5,845 Sis 20,515 6,625 
60 to 64 26,045 3,970 S35) 11,590 6,745 
65+ 32,885 5,345 3,980 8,885 14,670 
Percentages 
Total 100.0 63.6 7.1 25.9 3.4 
1)to.19 100.0 SNS) 0.3 0.4 0.1 
20 to 24 100.0 OS) 1.0 1.4 0.1 
251029 100.0 89.2 Shi Tes 0.2 
30 to 34 100.0 TV 72 6.4 PNET 0.6 
35 to 39 100.0 48.7 i) 39.8 1.6 
40 to 44 100.0 29.4 WAST 54.8 onl 
45 to 49 100.0 eye 14.0 61.1 Sail 
50 to 54 100.0 15.6 14.4 59.6 10.3 
55 to 59 100.0 iby! 14.8 53.0 17.1 
60 to 64 100.0 M72 14.3 44.5 25.0. 
65+ 100.0 16.3 12.1 27.0 44.6 


Ee ee ee ee 


Source: Statistics Canada, Age, Sex and Marital Status. 1991 Census of Canada, 
Catalogue No. 93-310, Table 6. 
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Dopulation Dynamics 
in Canada 


Statistics Canada 


Based on 1991 census data, this report highlights some of the most fundamental 
demographic changes that have influenced the well-being of Canadians over 
recent years. 


* marriage and divorce trends 

* imbalance among numbers of women and men 

* the aging population 

* changing population growth patterns across Canada 


The Focus on Canada reports, written in clear, engaging prose, are based on 
statistics from the most recent census - Canada's richest source of demographic 
and socioeconomic data! 


- Other reports in the series: 


Families in Canada 

Canadians on the Move 

Profile of Canada's Seniors 

Children and Youth: An Overview 

Canada's Changing Immigrant Population 
Languages in Canada 

_ The Self-Employed 

Earnings of Canadians 

Family Income in Canada 

Female Babyboomers: A Generation at Work 


Aussi disponible en francais 
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